AAUTDY

Mariposa (CA) Branch

Mariposa Branch

September, 2025

Poison Oak
Toxicodendron diversilobum

Tarweed
Holocarpa heermannii

Sierra Outpost

New beginnings: Go for it!

New beginnings! This is always
a time of excitement and
possibilities! We have lots
planned for our branch this
year and we hope you find
time to join us for many of the
events and programs. We will
be continuing with Coffee and
Convos and Cocktails and
Convos as these have been
very popular. We are also
planning a program this year to
focus on ways to be prepared
for The Golden Years. We don’t
have all the details worked out
yet, but it will be after the first
of the year and we will keep
you posted!

With new beginnings, we have
new members on our Leader-
ship Team. Thanks to Shelly
Gerken, Mary Jensen, and
Christina Oborn for joining us
and bringing new insights!
New beginnings can be
exciting, but they can also be a
little stressful or scary. Person-
ally, I am not good with
change. | really like things to

stay the way they are. But,
alas, the world does not work
that way. Things are always in
a state of flux. My goal is to be
more flexible and ready for
things to be different.

If this sounds like you, wel-
come! | am not alone! Thank
goodness! | look back on
changes that have occurred in
my life and realize that with all
of them (or the ones that come
to mind), there was something
positive that came out of it. It
may have been just that | was
dreading something, but it
worked out just fine! It also
may have been a horrible
event in my life, but | now
realize that it brought some-
thing positive to me: peace,
growth, encouragement,
unexpected success-so many
wonderful things!

So, our words to you for this
year are “Go for it!” If there is
something that you always
wanted to do-Go for it! Do you

—Trish Darcy
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want to learn a new skill? Go for it!
Is there something that you always
did, but no longer find joy in it? Go
for it! and stop doing it. Have you
always wanted to participate more
in our events and programs? Go for
it! Is there a new friend you want
to spend more time with? Go for it!
Let this be the year that you try
new things and grow as a person!
Go for it!

We Open Eyes
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Events Calendar

2025

Sept 4 Leadership Team Meeting: 4:00pm, Mariposa County Library
Sept 8 SIG—Book: 2:00pm, Home of Jaye Howes

Sept 9 SIG—International Study: 4:00pm, Home of Peggy Shainberg
Sept 25 “Welcome Back AAUW” Event: Details TBD

Oct 2

Leadership Team Meeting: 4:00pm, Mariposa County Library

Pioneer Receipts

We collected Pioneer receipts for only about
two and a half months and expect to be
getting about $200! Not a bad deal! It is so
nice to have a business in town that supports
groups such as ours. Peggy Moore and Pat
Elka have volunteered to tally the receipts
and be the contact with the market. Look for
pictures in the Gazette! Thanks to Peggy and
Pat for taking this on. They have it so well
organized and we appreciate them giving
their time to do this for us.

So, what do you need to do to keep this going
and make even more of it? Collect receipts
from the market and mail them to Peggy or
Pat. Any receipts dated Sept. 1, 2025 and
later will work for this year. They work on
basically the same calendar that we do. They
start over each September. The best thing to
do is to send them off monthly or so. That is
so that Peggy and Pat do not get a huge

chunk at any one time. If you know others

We Value Education
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—Trish Darcy

who can save them and get them to you, that
would be wonderful! There are many organi-
zations that participate, so you may find that
people are already saving for the schools or
churches. | have found a couple of people at
Jazzercise who now bring them to me. It
makes for a nice bundle to send off!

So save, save, save! Below are the addresses
to send them to:

Peggy Moore or Pat Elka

PO Box 752 PO B ox 1406
Mariposa, CA Mariposa, CA
95338 95338

Thank you for helping to make this beneficial
to our branch!
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Project: Backpack

‘ Backpacks stuffed and off to school!

—Kim Monson

Thank you everyone for supporting our annual
backpacks for middle schoolers project. We
use organization funds to buy supplies and
then ask members to donate backpacks. This
year we were once again very successful.

Members joined together to stuff supplies into

wAmerican Association of University Women * 72 backpacks. We then sent 20 packs to
Coulterville for the north county event in
Coulterville. When only 14 were claimed

‘ 4 7 ‘U e there, the remaining 6 were added to the 50

Rebecca Swisher and Trish Darcy at Health to distribute at the back-to-school event in
Mariposa at Mariposa Safe Families. Surpris-

ingly, we still had three left unclaimed. We
took those to the middle school counselor at
Woodland Elementary. Why Woodland you
might ask? Well, homeschooled kids and MES
kids claimed most of the backpacks at the

Fair event in Coulterville stand ready to dis-
tribute backpacks to students, giving them a
great positive start to their new school year.

event, and it appeared that Woodland was
underrepresented. Many thanks for the
helpers who stuffed and participated on site in

this worthwhile community project.

Membership

“Welcome Back AAUW” Event

Let’s get together.... What do ya say? ﬁ Jﬁ ﬁ

We’re gonna have a wonderful ti—i—-me!
The date, September 25, is the same, but the time and venue has changed. Be on the lookout
for details coming your way.
e Voting on the proposed budget for 2025-26 (see next page, the yellow column)
e Meet Leadership Team members
e Share ideas
e Good camaraderie

We Inspire Lifelong Learning

To Page 1
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Mariposa AAUW

2025 - 2026 Proposed Budget Worksheet

2025-2026
Proposed
2024-2025 Budget | 2024-2025 Actuals |Notes Budget
Beginning Balance S 4,926.38 | § 4,926.38 $ 8,172.10
Income Actuals are Net Profit
INCOME
District Portion of Dues 1425 1,230 |75 members @ $15 / member 1125
Donations
Undesignated 100 208 100
Designated:
Backpack 200 0|8 100.00 200
Tech Trek 250 1,200 | Portion paid by the TT girls parents 250
Fundraisers
Pioneer Receipts 0 150
Scholarship 1,000
Community Events 500 360 700
Ads 100 100 100
TOTAL INCOME 2,275 3,008 3,625
EXPENSES
Administration
Directory 400 405 400
Awards/Gifts 50 50
Insurance 470 370 470
Postage 100 28 | Hand deliver most directories 50
Supplies 200 Business cards, brochures, banner 50
Website Hosting / Google Acct 100 98 100
Phonevite 25 25
Meetings 200 0
Chamber Dues 120 120 120
Member Events
Holiday Event 375 17 50
Annual Mtg/Brunch 100 50
Programs
Facilities 350 192 350
Hospitality 100 100
Miscellaneous 250 100
Projects
Backpack 2,100 3,370 1,800
Tech Trek 4,500 4,583 | 5 girls at $1000 each 5,000
Lunch with Women in Leadershig 500 179 500
Scholarship 1,000 1,000
Leadership Development 0
Marketing 200 Promoting members 100
Equipment 0
Miscellaneous 300
TOTAL EXPENSES 11,440 9,362 10,315
Projected Checking Account Balance June 30, 2026 $ 1,482.10
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1. +. Mariposa’s 2025 Trekkers —Trish Darcy
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,Powered by AAUW California '

They went. They returned. They
loved it! We sent 7 girls this year.
Thanks to the generosity of one of
our members, we were able to
share the experience with more
girls. Here are their thank you
notes, so that you can read in their
own words what their experience
was like and what it meant to
them. These get mailed to me from
the camp director and for some
reason, Maya Lower’s was not in

the group. Not sure why, but | did

get a text from her and will include  pijctured above are the seven seventh graders we spon-

that. sored this year along with three counselors who enjoyed
the camp as seventh graders and keep coming back to
share their experiences and help out.

“Tech Trek was fantastic, it offers girls so on a variety of different science and math
many wonderful opportunities like experienc- subjects. The options are science, life sci-
ing life in the college dorms, making new ence, programming, architecture, and
friends, and countless learning activities. math. | was in the architecture core class
There were also activities that weren’t so and we learned about how bridges and
much about academic learning but focused buildings are designed and built. We also
more on bonding with new friends, like the got to tour the architecture department at
ropes course, bowling, hydrophobic water aer- Fresno State. | recommend all 7th grade
obics, the scavenger hunt, and the talent girls apply for this experience.”
show. Tech Trek offers core classes that focus

—Maya Lower

We Sponsor Community Forums

T To Page 1
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We Provide Opportunities for Women to Reach Full Potential
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Membership

o Member Corner: Idea exchange

—Bonnie Little

] ' Our members share what we have found enlightening and entertaining

We have two very interesting recommenda-
tions from Trish Darcy this month.

The first is The Kitchen
The House by Kathleen

KITCHEN

HOUSE

Grissom. Itisa
historical fiction novel
about Lavinia, an Irish
@ . orphan who becomes
~ 8 an indentured servant
on a Virginia plantation

in the late 18th
century. Raised in the

kitchen house by the master’s illegitimate
daughter, Belle, the novel explores themes of
family, race, class, and survival, as well as

resilience and connection.

The second is a memoir titled Upstairs at the

White House written by J B West, along with

Business ad opportunity

X
"y
u ¥

f.al  Mariposa Native Plants

www.MariposaNativePlants.com
MariposaNativePlants@gmail.com

209-742-1540  Ron & Beverley

See our website for plant availability

Mary Lynn Kotz. JB o

Over § Maonths
on the Bestseller List!

UPSTAIRS
AT THE

WHIITE

West was Chief usher
at the White House for
nearly three decades.
Published in 1973, the
book offers a unique

'HOUSE
929

account of life in the - <)
*
.l‘B.\\FS'l’ m

presidential residence.

His tenure started with K2 :
A

nod JE B et

b —1

Eleanor Roosevelt and
ended with Pat Nixon. It must have been
fascinating as well as challenging to work with
these different personalities, dealing with the
political and social ramifications of the times,
as well as choices of décor, state dinners, and
other important events.

Thank you, Trish, for these excellent sugges-
tions!

For a mere S50, you can have your business card
published each month in this newsletter for a year. It
lets our membership know what you do and how you
support our community. Send a copy of your business
card, or an image of your business ad along with a
check payable to AAUW Mariposa for $50 to Jill
Rowney, 4131 Silver Bar Road, Mariposa, 95338.

We Open Eyes

To Page 1
Al Topesel
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Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

International Study Book Group Play Reading Group
Veronica Gross Jaye Howes Dawn Johnson

.
-

Learn about a country, a culture, “The play’s the thing!” meets
and a people. We study one This group meets monthly to monthly to do cold readings of
country each year and meet discuss both fiction and non- various plays that are shared
monthly. fiction books members chose by several California branches.

to read the previous month.

Hiking Group Wine Tasting
Becky Mock Anne Dolchanczyk

The Corks and Forks Wine

The hiking group meets month- . group meets monthly to experi-
ly to enjoy each other’s compa- Does'somethmg else' tweak ence different types of wines
ny while hiking new trails in and your |f1ter-est? Consider and enjoy them with appetizers
around Mariposa and Yosemite. coordinating a new SIG! and meals paired to comple-

ment the varietal being tasted.

We Value Education
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sig: International Study Contact Veronica Gross

Next meeting will be Tuesday afternoon, September 9, at 4:00pm at the home of
Peggy Shainberg. We will be selecting a new country to study for the year. Contact
Veronica (Nickel) Gross ( ) for more information.

sic: Book Contact Jaye Howes

Next meeting will be Monday afternoon, September 8, at 2:00pm at the home
of Jaye Howes. Contact Jaye ( ) for more information.

SIG: Play Reading Contact Dawn Johnson

et We usually meet at the home of Dawn Johnson at 9:00am on a day that she
has free. When Dawn receives copies of a play (selected and sent by another California
branch), she will contact those who selected this SIG for this year. If you forgot to sign up,
contact Dawn ( ) for more information.

SIG: Hiking Contact Becky Mock

At the beginning of last year, the hiking group met and selected hikes and dates for the
entire year. Becky Mock is coordinator for this SIG. If you forgot to sign up, contact
Becky ( ) for more information.

sic: Wine Contact Anne Dolchanczyk

The Wine SIG has yet to determine its next event. It is often dependent
upon who would like to host and which varietal we should taste. In the
past, we have taken field trips , meeting at a local (or not) winery, tasting
the varietals available. Contact coordinator, Ann Dolchanczyk

( ) for more information.

We Inspire Lifelong Learning
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SIG: BOOk Contact Jaye Howes

Our next meeting will be on
Monday, September , at 2:00 pm
at the home of Jaye Howes
We will be discussing

Daikon
By Samuel Hawley

A Greek Tragedy

Discussion notes
by Jeanne Carstensen

by Rick Uebner

ONE DAY, A DEADLY SHIPWRECK,

What would it take for you to e = The short, 30-minute trip should

THE REFUGEE CRISIS

leave your homeland with nothing
but the shirt on your back?
Thousands of refugees from Syria,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran
have made the sometimes-fatal
choice to flee to Turkey and, using

have been quick and easy. But the
treacherous waters and poor
condition of the ship led to a
catastrophic sinking.

Researching with the eye of

often their last funds, pay a adRE e aoe meticulous news reporter, Car-
smuggler to ferry them from stensen leads us from the begin-
Turkey to the Greek island of ning of the trip to the heroic life-
Lesvos, where they can seek asylum from a saving efforts of hundreds of Greek residents
European Union member country. on the tiny island of Lesvos.

Author Jeanne Carstensen has chosen one Subtitled One Day, a Deadly Shipwreck, and
fateful day, October 28, 2015, to chronicle the Human Cost of the Refugee Crisis, the
the voyage made by hundreds on a dilapi- book is a quick, but somber read. Neverthe-
dated ferry that should never have sailed. less, our group felt it was time well spent.

We Send Girls to Science/Math Camp

T To Page 1
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AAU\QI AAUW Branch
Leadership Team Meeting Minutes
R August 14, 2025
4:00 pm
Mariposa County Library

Members:

Bonnie Little, Co-Membership present
Liz Darcy, Co-Membership absent
Becky Mock, Co-President present
Trish Darcy, Co-President/Tech Trek present
Kim Monson, Member at Large absent
Jill Rowney, Finance/Newsletter absent
Anne Dolchanczyk, Goodwill Ambassador present
Mary Jensen, Recording Secretary present
Christina Oborn, Member at Large absent
Shelly Gerken, Member at Large absent

The Meeting was called to order at 4:10pm
Minutes (Mary Jensen)
e Need final approval for July 10, 2025 - then forward to Jill (awaiting approval from Kim and Jill)
Membership Update (Liz Darcy, Bonnie Little)
e 70 paid members, 9 not renewed
e Email list needs to be updated and coordinated with new email addresses
e SIG lists also need to be updated for the new year, include new email addresses
Finance Report (Jill Rowney)
e Beginning balance $8,172.10
e Income $655.00
e Expenses $527.20
e Ending balance $8,299.90
Meeting Date and Time for this year
e Jan. 1st meeting moved to Jan. 8, 2026
Standing Projects:
e Backpack Project-Kim:
all backpacks distributed
Tech Trek-Trish:
happy girls and parents

e Lunch with Women in Leadership-

pivot to UC Merced field trip, needs leadership
e Scholarship-Liz:

needs to decide and provide information
e Fundraisers:

Sandi working on a fundraiser for Summer of 2026
e Pioneer Receipts

2 months total: $7,973.00 (1% = $79.73 for AAUW)
e Pickleball tournament-Kim

We Sponsor Community Forums

To Page 1
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Amazon “Smile” program has been discontinued
How should member donations be organized?
Old Business:
e CASA Volunteer Fair July 19th-Sandi and Dawn:
not a lot of traffic but ideas and
possibilities for the future
New Business:
e Event Planning Guide distributed to team members
e Business card solicitations from local businesses for the newsletter?
e “Branch Buzz” needs a leader if it is to be continued
e Banner for back of booth will be addressed next year when we have the budget

Date Event/Program Name Who's responsible?
Sept 9/25: Member Gathering/ Budget Vote at the Alley 4:30- |Bonnie and Liz
Oct 1/4: Tech Trek meeting with the girls at The Grove House | Trish

3:00-5?00

10/12: Cocktails & Convos at The Grjove House 5:00

10/25-10/26: Pickleball Tournament (time?) Kim
Nov 11/1: Holiday Shopping (time-location?) Anne

11/15: Coffee & Convos at Cinnamon Roll 10:00am
Dec 12/7: Holiday Gathering (Dan/Nickel? Time?) Jill and Nickel
Jan 1/31: Program— Self Defense Kim

Date? Preparing for the Golden Years Trish and Anne
Feb Date? Line Dancing Trish
Mar Date? Women'’s History Kim and Trish
Apr Date? Preparing for the Golden Years Trish and Anne
May
June Date? Annual Meeting Trish

Upcoming Dates:
9/25: Member Gathering and Budget Vote

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45pm

We Provide Opportunities for Women to Reach Full Potential
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AAU\QI AAUW Branch
A/ O\ Leadership Team Planning Meeting
ariposa | ranc July 10’ 2025

11:00 am
Home of Jill Rowney

Members:

Bonnie Little, Co-Membership present
Liz Darcy, Co-Membership present
Becky Mock, Co-President present
Trish Darcy, Co-President/Tech Trek present
Kim Monson, Member at Large present
Jill Rowney, Finance/Newsletter present
Anne Dolchanczyk, Goodwill Ambassador present
Mary Jensen, Recording Secretary present
Christina Oborn, Member at Large present
Shelly Gerken, Member at Large present

The Meeting was called to order at 12:47
Minutes
e Were approved online and submitted to Jill for the newsletter
Membership Update - Bonnie Little and Liz Darcy
e Bonnie, Liz & Trish meeting tomorrow (7/11) to work on spreadsheet
e Emails will go out to people who have not yet renewed
e Directory update information needed by Jul.31st to go to the printer mid August.
Wording was discussed for college information and phone numbers preference.
An idea was brought up that new members should be given an information form
to fill out for the directory.
Option should be offered to update photos for the directory
Finance Report (Jill Rowney)
Total income $4213.00 - includes $300.00 from Tech Trek
Expenses $2842.20
Ending balance $8172.10 to be carried forward for the new year
Bonnie motioned and Anne seconded to approve June finance report - motion unanimously approved
Meeting Date and Time for this year
e First Thursday of the month at 4:00 at the library starting August 7th
Standing Projects:
e Backpack Project -
Kim collected 72+ for packing Tues 7/22 at Kim’s house at 9:30 (expected to take 1.5 to 2 hours).
Handout Saturday 7/26 in Coulterville at the park and Aug.2 in Mariposa at Safe Families (8th &
Jones).
e Tech Trek - Trish:
all went and had a good time, returned happy and excited
Girls write thank you notes to include descriptions and impressions of activities.
e Lunch with Women in Leadership -
there doesn’t presently seem to be enough interest. Should the program pivot to a different

We Open Eyes
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(Continued from page 14)

activity?
Look for a liaison at UC Merced for possible programs instead of just STEM to expand
choices (art, literature, music, history). Include community colleges and satellite campuses
for things such as agriculture, trade and vocational careers.
e Scholarship -
Liz wants to set a date for later in September; Sept.25th (Thursday) at 4:00, or piggy-back
on the board meeting Oct.4th, probably at 5:30
¢ Fundraisers:
Sandi working on a fundraiser for Summer of 2026.
Fun Run - not this year but there may be future opportunities.
Pioneer Receipts - needed before Aug.8th (Pat and Peggy organizing). Reminder email to
be sent by Aug.1st
Pickleball tournament - Oct or early Nov, (only four courts available locally at Mariposa
park). Three divisions over a weekend. Questions about liabilities and insurance. Prizes
could be small trophies. Price range $35/first event, $25 for subsequent events. Would
there be a cost to use the courts, permits required? Kim will talk to park and recs about
cost, other requirements.
Chess tournament - to be discussed in the future
Night at the Grove House for TechTrek fundraiser
»  Look into the Smile program at Amazon
Old Business:
e CASA Volunteer Fair July 19th - Sandi and Dawn.

New Business:
e Event Planning Guide -
discussion and ideas, approximate dates to implement.
Sandi and Dawn need details; purpose of event, back story and schedule.
Trish will make the guide available on google drive.
e Budget - 2025-2026 discussed per budget worksheet.
Proposal to set up a donation program for the backpack project.
Insert form in newsletter for cash donations with program designations specified
by donors.
Budget should be included in the newsletter.
Budget to be approved late September.

(Continued on page 16)

We Value Education
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(Continued from page 15)
o Theme for the year? (last year it was “women”), ideas needed for a new theme.

2025-2026 Programs and Events-all ideas welcome!

Date Event/Program Name Who's responsible?
Sept Tech Trek Alumni 9/25 (at The Grove House Trish
Member Gathering the week of 9/15 (at The Alley) Bonnie and Liz
Oct Pickleball Tournament (10/25-10/26 (2 days) Kim
Nov Holiday Shopping (Nov 1) Anne
Sandwich generation (caregiving) Anne & Trish
Dec Holiday Gathering (Dec. 7) Jill & Nickel
Jan Self Defense (Jan 31) Kim
Feb Line Dancing and dinner Trish
Mar Estate, end of life, long term care planning. Creative aga- | Anne & Trish
ing (financial, medical, final arrangements)
Women's history month activities? Kim
Apr Continue Estate, etc..... Anne & Trish
May
June Annual Meeting Trish

Upcoming Dates:
e July 19th - CASA Volunteer Fair

Anything else? Members need to be asked if they want their education in the directory.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15

We Inspire Lifelong Learning
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AAUW- Mariposa:
WWW.aauwmariposa.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/aauwmariposa

Instagram:
AAUW_Mariposa Fundraising Sandi Gabe

Project Chairs/Coordinators

Backpack Project Kim Monson &

Rebecca Swisher

Good Will Ambassador  Anne Dolchanczyk
Newsletter Editor Jill Rowney
open

Leadership Team: 2025-2026
Programs/Events

Trish Darcy &
Becky Mock

Jill Rowney
Bonnie Little

Liz Darcy

Mary Jensen
Anne Dolchanczyk

Shelly Gerken
Kim Monson
Christina Oborn

Co-President
Co-President
Finance
Co-Membership
Co-Membership

Recording Secretary

Team Member
Team Member
Team Member

Publicity

Scholarship
Social Media

Tech Trek

Website

Sandi Gabe &
Dawn Johnson
Liz Darcy
Sandi Gabe &
Dawn Johnson
Trish Darcy &
Barbara Silva
Sandi Gabe

Team Member

AAUW https://aauw.or;

AAUW California http://www.aauw-ca.or,

Pioneer Receipts— Mail to:
Pat Elka, PO Box 1406, Mariposa, CA 95338 or

Peggy Moore, PO Box 752, Mariposa, CA 95338

We Send Girls to Science/Math Camp
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