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So many of us have been 
eagerly waiting for the 
AAUW Yard Sale as a chance 
to donate some of our 
treasures, and possibly 
acquire some new ones.  
Well, wait no more!  Please 
reserve Friday, October 29th , 
and Saturday, October 30th  
for the annual (except for 
2020) sale.   The sale will be 
from 9 to 4 on Friday and 8 
to 2 on Saturday.   
Once again, Helene and Bill 
Fiske have generously 
offered the use of their yard 
and garage.  Their location, 
on the corner of 6th and 
Jones always pulls in lots of 

shoppers.   
This is a major fundraiser for 
AAUW projects and will only 
happen with a team of 
dedicated volunteers. We 
need tables (labeled with 
your name) on Wednesday, 
October 27th.  Please let 
Bonnie Little know as soon as 
possible if you have a table 
we may use.  We will need 
help on Thursday with set 
up, organizing and pricing, 
and workers and cashiers on 
Friday and Saturday.  Break 
down and clean up helpers 
will be needed at the end of 
the sale on Saturday.  If you 
have a truck, we need you! 
Items may be brought to the 
Fiskes’ garage starting 
Tuesday, October 26th 
through Thursday, October 
28th.  The AAUW Yard Sale is 
known for a great variety of 
quality items.  We welcome 

      We Open Eyes 

Yard Sale is back! 

         —Bonnie Little 

Save your good stuff! 

your donations, but please no 
clothing, books, or electronics.  
Workable appliances may be 
donated. 
The Yard Sale will be a bit different 
due to our Covid situation and 
ongoing construction at the Fiskes’ 
home.  Tables will be arranged for 
social distancing, and bathrooms 
will not be available.    

Friday, October 29 

9:00am—4:00pm 

Saturday, October 30 

8:00am—2:00pm 
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   Leadership Team  

Autumn has come upon us. Temps are drop-
ping along with the acorns. On October 3rd, 
our branch had its first in-person program in 
ages! Good job to all the Teck Trek girls who 
persevered and made the most of an online 
camp experience. We also want to give a 
shout out to all our members who have per-
severed and to the new members joining us 
this year. These last two years have not 
been easy!  

During the leadership meeting when we 
were trying to get all this rolling again, we, 
as a group, noticed that our call for compas-
sion is still needed. There is no person and 
no aspect of life that has not been affected 
by the chaos of modern events. Despite the 
fact that the pandemic looms foremost in 

our lives, life goes on. But how do you cele-
brate a new life, new relationships, new jobs 
and not risk this new illness? Some are mak-
ing choices that others would not. Whatever 
our background or beliefs be gentle with 
one another. Seek understanding even when 
you don’t agree. 

We are planning more in-person events, 
meetings, and even our much-needed fund-
raisers. Along with those plans are backup 
plans for online or distanced versions of 
each event. Why? Because we are still riding 
this rollercoaster of a pandemic. Since no 
one locally has a crystal ball, flexibility is our 
new motto alongside compassion for our 
community.  

  Discussing the 

Events Calendar 

October 13  SIG—Great Decisions: 4:30pm, home of Becky Mock 

October 19  SIG—Environmental & Social Issues: 4:30pm via Zoom, contact Gary Colliver 

October 22  SIG— Wine: 6:00pm, home of Jill Rowney 

October 29-30  Yard Sale: Fri., 9:00am-4:00pm, Sat., 8:00am-2:00pm, home of Helene Fiske 

November 4  Leadership Team Meeting: 6:00pm (Mariposa County Library)  
November 5  SIG—Book: 4:00pm, Home of Saralynn Nusbaum 

November 10  SIG—Great Decisions: 4:30pm, home of Becky Mock 

November 13  SIG– Hiking: time and place TBD 

November 16  SIG—Environmental & Social Issues: 4:30pm via Zoom 

November 21  Program: 2:00pm—4:00pm, Details TBD 

December 5  Holiday Party: 2:00, Details TBD 

December 11  SIG– Hiking: time and place TB 

—Jody Sergienko 

We Value Education 

To Page 1 

mailto:garyco@sti.net
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Membership       Bonnie Little, Dina Lambert 

Member Corner: Idea exchange 

Our members share what we have found enlightening and entertaining  

—Bonnie Little 

Thank you to our members who have contrib-
uted varied and interesting recommendations 
each month.   It is inspiring to learn about new 
ways to enrich and educate ourselves.  Read on 
for some great suggestions! 

Rebecca Swisher is listening on 
Audible to The Woman Who 
Smashed Codes by Jason Fagone.  
It is the true story of Elizabeth 
Smith, who developed her 
language skills into becoming a 
renowned cryptologist, working with her 
husband who was in the same field.  She used 
her skills for over forty years, from World War I 
through World War II.   Rebecca said that it’s an 
amazing story, and almost hard to believe, but 
you know it is all true!   It is also available in 
book form and there is a series on PBS based 
on the book titled “The Code Breaker.” 

Naoko Kada recommends Klara and 
the Sun  by Nobel Prize winning 
author Kazuo Ishiguro.  It is the 
story of Klara, an Artificial Friend 
who, from her place in a store, 

watches carefully the behavior of humans.  As 
she observes, thoughts arise about what it 

means to be human and what it means to love.  
Naoko said that Klara often embodies more 
ideal human qualities than actual humans.   

Peggy Shainberg enjoyed a book 
she read years ago titled A 
Virtuous Woman by Kaye 
Gibbons.    It is the story of two 
mismatched people, as the 
woman was the daughter of 
gentry, and the man was a tenant farmer who 
had never owned anything.   They found each 
other and somehow made a marriage work.  
The author also wrote another book called 
Ellen Foster.   Peggy said she wants to read the 
book again.  That is a vote of confidence! 

Vinita Bali watched a 2 hour documentary 
about the September 2020 Creek Fire on PBS.  
It was such a devastating fire in our area, and 
that made it so compelling.  Here is how to 
watch the video  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=L2khA9NMziA 

Gary Colliver suggests two books with 
corresponding videos.  The first is 
Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case 
for Hope and Healing in a Divided 

(Continued on page 4) 

To Page 1 

We Inspire Life-Long Learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2khA9NMziA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2khA9NMziA
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Membership       Bonnie Little, Dina Lambert 

World by Katherine Hayhoe.   The video can be 
found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BW02fbsEyvg 

The second book is They Knew: The 
US Government’s Fifty Year Role in 
Causing the Climate Change by 
James Gustave Speth.  Here is the 
video link: 

https://vimeo.com/602208152 

Saralynn Nusbaum recom-
mends “Goliath” on Amazon 
Prime.  There are four seasons 
and Saralynn especially enjoyed 
Season 4 which was the final.  It 
is the story of Billy McBride 
(played by Billy Bob Thornton), 
who was once a powerful lawyer but had 
become “burned out and washed up.”  He 
reluctantly agrees to pursue cases, and they 
are big ones, involving murder, billionaire 
developers, water rights, and the huge opioid 
industry. 

(Continued from page 3) 

To Page 1 

Member Corner: Idea exchange 

Welcome to our newest members! 

Jaye Howes Vinita Bali 

Membership Directory to print  
The membership directory is off to print.  You should receive it in the mail.  We will let you know 
when to expect it. 

We look forward to meeting you in person! 

We Send Girls to Science/Math Camp 

Christina Oborn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BW02fbsEyvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BW02fbsEyvg
https://vimeo.com/602208152
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Membership       Bonnie Little, Dina Lambert 

Spotlight on Christina Oborn 

New member 
Christina Oborn 
has just joined us 

and looks forward to her first 
meetings of the Great Deci-
sions and Play Reading SIG’s.  
Christina was born in Detroit, 
lived for a time in Illinois, 
moved to Sacramento, and 
finally to San Francisco for her 
middle school and high school years.  She 
attended Sonoma State University for a time 
before transferring to San Francisco State Uni-
versity where she graduated with a degree in 
political science.  She also attained a masters 
degree in public administration.   

So what does a woman with those credentials 
do with herself?  Why, of course, she works in 
the wine industry.  Christina worked in finance 
for the Sonoma Vineyards, now known as 
Rodney Strong.  She then went on to work at 
Sebastiani Vineyards in public relations and 
marketing.  As a wine industry employee, 
Christine has had several courses in wine 
tasting and food and wine pairing.  I am trying 
to convince her to join the Corks and Forks 
SIG to share her expertise with us.  When 
asked how she happened upon the wine in-
dustry, Christina shrugs and says she was 
looking for a job after graduation, and that’s 
what she found.  I suspect the free tasting and 
the gorgeous wine country settings were an 
additional incentive. 

Later Christina changed careers 
and moved into education.  She 
first worked for San Mateo Com-
munity College district marketing 
classes such as economic develop-
ment and business writing for cor-
porations.  She moved up to Pro-
gram Manager for Contract Educa-
tion and eventually to Dean of 
Sponsored Research and Grants.  

Christina finished her career at West Valley - 
Mission Community College District in Santa 
Clara as Dean of Workforce Education.  Here 
she worked with Silicon Valley corporations, 
especially to help their foreign born employ-
ees to become proficient in English. 

Christina has a 55 year old son named Eric, 
who is also retired.  She lives with significant 
other, Paul Brickett, whom she met in San 
Francisco at Desert Survivors, a desert advo-
cacy organization.  They bought property in 
Mariposa in June 2012 after visiting with 
friends and falling in love with the area.  They 
retired here in 2017.  Christina is involved 
with the Mariposa Master Gardeners, the 
Mariposa Democratic Club and Democratic 
Central Committee (where she is vice-chair) 
and the Mariposa Biomass Project (where she 
serves as treasurer).    She also loves to take 
the occasional opera tour.  Ask her about that 
when you meet her at AAUW events.  It’s a 
fascinating adventure. 

—Kim Monson 

We Sponsor Community Forums 

To Page 1 
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   Project: Tech Trek 

Robotic hats demonstrated at showcase 

Sunday afternoon, October 3rd, we gathered 
outside and social distanced with our masks on 
to hear about Virtual Tech Trek. The masks 
were more for filtering the smoky air, but we 
had them on just the same. Kathy Sutherland 
baked many delicious treats for us to snack on 
while we listened.  
 

Four poised and very well-spoken Tech Trek-
kers, Hope, Annie, Kelsea, and Emberly, spoke 
about their experience this past summer. They 
all shared their robotic “hats” and answered 
some pre-written questions as well as fielding 
multiple questions from the audience. Thanks, 
girls, for sharing your experiences with our 
membership.  

Trish Darcy and Barb Silva– the dynamic duo 
who make it all happen 

—Trish Darcy 

We Provide Opportunities for Women to Reach Full Potential 
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http://www.jcf-hospital.com/ 

http://www.jcf-hospital.com/ 

Trekkers express thanks 

     We Open Eyes 

To Page 1 
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Annual Yard Sale 

Is Back!!! 
 

 

Friday October 29th, 9:00-4:00 

 and  
Saturday October 30th, 8:00-2:00 

On the corner of  
6th & Jones in Mariposa! 

Find treasures at bargain prices!  
Proceeds will support AAUW Mariposa’s community programs 

to support women and girls 

www.aauwmariposa.com  
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SIG Overview    

 

 

To Page 1 

Play Reading Group 

Dawn Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The play’s the thing!” meets 
monthly to do cold readings of 

various plays that are shared by 
several California branches. 

Great Decisions 

Becky Mock 

 

 

 

 

 

This discussion group meets 6-8 times 
per year to discuss a set of topics 
developed by the Foreign Policy 

Administration (FPA). 

Hiking Group 

Trish Darcy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hiking group meets monthly to 
enjoy each other’s company while 

hiking new trails in and around 
Mariposa and Yosemite. 

Garden Group 

Karen Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gardening group meets to discuss 
a wide range of topics such as the 

challenges of gardening in the 
foothills. 

Book Group 

Saralynn Nusbaum 

 

 

 

 

 

This group meets monthly to discuss 
both fiction and non-fiction books 

members chose to read the previous 
month. 

Wine Tasting 

Carolyn Baker, Cindy Harp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corks and Forks Wine group meets 
monthly to experience different types 
of wines and enjoy them with appetiz-
ers and meals paired to complement 

the varietal being tasted. 

International Study 

open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn about a country, a culture, and 
a people.  We study one country each 

year and meet monthly. 

Environment & Social Issues 

Gary Colliver 
 

Art Group 

Karen Sutton 

A new group to dabble in creative 
pursuits. Learn together– arrange 

casual workshops in painting, sketch-
ing, quilting, beading; patronize local 
arts– art shows, museum visits, etc. 

 

We Value Education 

mailto:dawnandjay.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:starmock@sbcgloval.net
mailto:%20tbdarcy1@gmail.com
mailto:smithandmartin@sti.net
mailto:saralynnicd@gmail.com
mailto:bakersacre@sti.net
mailto:cindy_harp@earthlink.net
mailto:wilson.tiina@gmail.com
mailto:garyco@sti.net
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SIG:  International Study       

To Page 1 

SIG:  Hiking   Contact Trish Darcy 

The hiking group must have been ready to 
get back together, because nine of us met to 
hike last month to the reservoir. It was the 
largest group we have had in a long time!  
We met at the Hwy 140 side and Jay Johnson 
led us on a loop trail through the area. It was 
a total of around five miles and had many 
ups and downs. The ups were not too bad 

and gave us time to rest at the top. We had 
lots to see and time to visit with many 
different people. The most prolific things we 
saw, unfortunately, were trash and Frank 
and Gary collected much of it to haul out!  

We highly recommend this local hike as an 
easy one to get out to and not have to take 
the whole day.  

Frank Mock and 
Gary Colliver haul 
bags of trash col-
lected along the 
way 

The AAUW International 
Studies Group met on Sep-
tember 28th.  After much 
discussion, including issues 

of attendance and interest, we decided 
to go on hiatus for a while. Because it 
has been a very informative and inter-
esting study group, we hope it will be 
resurrected with renewed interest and 
energy. 

—Trish Darcy 

—Tiina Wilson 

We Inspire Life-Long Learning 

mailto:tbdarcy1@gmail.com
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   SIG:  Play Reading       Contact  Dawn Johnson 

Six thespians met on Sunday morning of October 10th at Dawn Johnson’s 
home for a cold read of “Skeleton Crew” by Dominique Morisseau.  Look 
for a rave review in next month’s newsletter.  

 SIG:  Wine           Contact  Carolyn Baker  

—Jill Rowney 

Environmental and Social Issues members plan to meet via Zoom on  October 
19th.  Contact Gary Colliver for meeting information. 

 SIG:  Great Decisions   Contact  Becky Mock 

The Great Decisions SIG met in September to 
plan our year.  We decided to continue to 
meet once a month on the second Wednes-
day.  The group decided on an earlier time, so 
we will be meeting at 4:30 pm.  Our first dis-
cussion will be “Global Supply Chains and the 
US National Security” and will be led by Peggy 
Shainberg.  The meeting will be at Becky 
Mock’s home.  If anyone who is not a member 
of this SIG is interested in joining this discus-
sion, that would be awesome. Please contact 
Becky. 

The topics for 2022 discussion include: 

• Changing Demographics 

• Outer Space 

• Climate Change 

• Russia and the U.S.   
• Myanmar and ASEAN (Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations)  
• Quad Alliance 

• Drug Policy in Latin America 

• Industrial Policy 

• Biden's Agenda  

Members of the Corks and Forks will gather 
at the home of Jill Rowney on October 22nd 
for a tasting of pinot noir from various vine-
yards.  Since it has been a LONG time since 
our last gathering, our palates might need a 

little sensitizing. But with good friends, good 
food, and fresh air (yes, we will be outside 
under the heaters!) it should be an enjoyable 
evening. 

SIG:  Environmental & Social Issues        Contact  Gary Colliver 

We Send Girls to Science/Math Camp 

mailto:dawnandjay.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:rodandrenea@gmail.com
mailto:bakersacre@sti.net
mailto:garyco@sti.net
mailto:starmock@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sandi.gabe@hotmail.com
mailto:garyco@sti.net
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  Contact Trish Darcy 

Our next meeting will be on  
Tuesday, November 5 at 4:00 pm 

hosted by Saralynn Nusbaum.  We will 
be discussing:   

Rock Paper Scissors 

       By Alice Feeney 

   SIG - Book  

 Discussion Notes from 
September’s meeting 

  By Sara Robison 

 

Facing the Mountain by Daniel 
James Brown  

This book is an intense look at the 
lives of Japanese-Americans incar-
cerated during World War II and the men 
who served in the 442nd Regiment.  Even with 
Brown’s skill of personalizing and telling the 
story, its subject made it difficult to read. 
However, it did generate good discussion and 
reflection by our group.  

Four young men, three who fought and one a 
Quaker conscientious objector, are the focus, 
and their challenges as American citizens who 

were loyal but treated as suspected aliens 
give us a picture of the general attitude of 
those times. We questioned if the racism 
and discrimination they suffered in the past 
century differs greatly from the conditions 
we face today.  

Brown included extensive interviews with 
families of these men and others as well as 
the archival resources of the Densho Project 
to tell the story of these men and their 
families. People who were forced to close 
businesses, leave their homes, and enter 
what amounted to concentration camps still, 
largely, maintained their loyalty to the United 
States while enduring tremendous hardships.  

It is a challenging but solid book. 

The Art SIG met 
Wednesday the 22nd at 

1850. Only four of us were able to make it, 
but we did throw around some ideas and 
booked the first SIG event. 

We are looking at a carpool trip around 
Sierra Art Trail on the 9th of October.  For 
those of you who don't know, Sierra Art 
Trails is a yearly event that runs for the first 
two weekends (this year) in October. You buy 
a guidebook and drive along the "trail" of 
studio tours here in the foothills. It runs from 
YLP -Coarsegold area up through Oakhurst 

and then down Hwy 49 into Mariposa.  We 
even have AAUW members who will be 
showcasing their work. 

November's event was a suggested walking 
tour of Mariposa's own downtown studios; 
details TBD. Other ideas included-  

• A big trip to one of the museums along 
the coast such as the Dali Museum 

• A trip to the Fresno Art Museum  

• A movie night with a film about art  

• An art play date  

   SIG:  Art      Contact  Karen Sutton 

We Sponsor Community Forums 

To Page 1 

mailto:tbdarcy1@gmail.com
mailto:sandi.gabe@hotmail.com
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Discussion Notes from 
October’s meeting on 

Imagine Me Gone by Alex Haslett   
   — Sandi Gabe 

“The monster you lie with is your 
own. The struggle is endlessly 
private. I thought it was over. That 
one night the beast at my back would 
squeeze more tightly and I would cease 
breathing. What remained of me hoped for 
it.”   

Do I have your attention?   
 

In Imagine Me Gone, Margaret faces a choice 
when her fiancé, John, is hospitalized for 
depression. She decides to marry him and we 
begin a journey that unfolds from this act of 
love and faith. At the heart of it is their eldest 
son, Michael, a brilliant, anxious music 
fanatic, and the story of how, over the span 
of decades, his younger siblings - the respon-
sible Celia and the tightly controlled Alec - 
struggle along with their mother to care for 
Michael's increasingly troubled existence.   
 

In this third novel, Haslett calls upon his 
experience of losing his father at 14 when 
mental illness intervened and caused his 
father to take his own life. Told through five 
family members’ perspectives, the characters 
narrate the story from their own points of 
view.  They capture the essence of what it is 

to deal with a mental illness and give 
us language to describe and under-
stand the profound effects on their 
lives.   
 

National Public Radio praised Haslett’s 
novel saying, “Haslett's signature 
achievement in Imagine Me Gone is to 

temper the harrowing with the humorous 
while keeping a steady bead on the pathos. 
You want sympathetic characters? You want 
a narrative that showcases love as a many-

splendored thing capacious enough to 
encompass stalwart, long-suffering spouses, 
loyal siblings, suffocatingly obsessive crushes, 
and casual, noncommittal relationships (both 
gay and straight) that morph as if by magic 
into soul-sustenance? You want writing that 
thrums with anguish and compassion? It's all 
here.”   
 

Our discussion reflected on our own families 
and friends and we considered the tough 
questions of whether mental illness is passed 
through families and what responsibility and 
power we have to intervene to change 
important people in our life.   
 

 

   SIG - Book  

 

We Provide Opportunities for Women to Reach Full Potential 
To Page 1 
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Board to Branch 

Notes from AAUW California Board 

—Cindy Harp 

Dianne Owens,  President, AAUW Califor-
nia, statepresident@aauw-ca.org  
PUMPKINS, GHOSTS, AND WITCHES! 
It’s October and Halloween will be here 
soon.  Here is the latest (and not too scary) news 
from AAUW 

California. 
• The AAUW California Leadership Team will 

meet virtually October 16th & 17th.  
• Our new Tech Trek Program Director, Karen 

Manelis, will be joining us. Our newTech Trek 
Financial Liaison, Susan Stecklair, will be out 
of the country but will join us later. 

• October will be a busy month. Regis-
ter here for the webinar Beyond the News-
letter! and the three AAUW Fund Events. 

We understand the community that AAUW 
provides and that many want to see each other in 
person, while we also recognize that this unique 
situation calls for changes to how we normally do 
our work. Please join us in ensuring the safety of 
our members while we continue to fight for equity 
for women and girls! 
Happy Halloween! 
Be bold, brave and brilliant, 
Dianne 

 

 

AAUW FUND 

Lynne Batchelor, Secretary, AAUW Fund Com-
mittee Chair, aauwfund@aauw-ca.org  
AAUW FUND EVENTS 

Thirty-seven AAUW fellowship and grant recipi-
ents will share their fascinating work on a variety  
of topics at three AAUW Fund Zoom events on 
October 23rd (10-noon), October 30th (10-noon),  

and November 7th (1-3 pm). Although the events 
are free, we encourage you to make a donation  
to support this vital work. Click here to register, 
see the short biographies of each of these inspir-
ing women, make a donation, or schedule a 
speaker after the event.   
 

 

MARKETING WORKGROUP- RETIREMENT AGE 
RECRUITMENT 

Sharyn Siebert, Director. mktg-rar@aauw-ca.org  
TASTY MORSELS-THOSE NEWLY OR SOON-TO-BE-

RETIRED!  
As the focus of the AAUW California Board M&M's 
year (Membership and Marketing), each of our 
marketing task forces is designated to address a 
specific demographic. The average age of AAUW 
members is 72 years.  That is just not sustaina-
ble.  This is precisely why we, on this task force, 
are planning to roll out a branch toolkit to help 
recruit and retain our “usual suspects”—the newly 
or soon-to-be-retired.  
 

What is one to do when the structure and de-
mands of a busy workday are suddenly gone? 
AAUW can fill that gap. AAUW is unique among 
groups whose mission involves gender equality. 
We offer not just a nonpartisan activist mission, 
but interest groups providing social activities that 
can also be intellectually stimulating.  For in-
stance, many branches offer book groups, Great 
Decisions discussion groups (dealing with interna-
tional issues of current import) as well as bridge 
and lunch groups, and hiking/walking groups. 
How do we reach out to this demograph-

(Continued on page 15) 

To Page 1 

     We Open Eyes 

mailto:statepresident@aauw-ca.org
https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/dAMpkDcRkV18yGxlBUovnQ/UQ2892QdLs84Y763Sk5TTm8926lQ/OqvPsA121BYgw4G4F2lj7w
mailto:aauwfund@aauw-ca.org
https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/dAMpkDcRkV18yGxlBUovnQ/95dIp9kit7nh3R5s1a5qcw/OqvPsA121BYgw4G4F2lj7w
mailto:mktg-rar@aauw-ca.org
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ic?  Where might we find such prospective new 
members, who have both an interest in our mission 
and the time to be engaged? 

We are looking for good examples of recruitment 
materials to include in our upcoming Nov. 16th 
webinar Finders Keepers: Recruiting and Retaining 
Members which will offer insights into this very 
topic.  Forward your successful ideas to me at mkt-
rar@aauw-ca.org and register to attend by click-
ing here. We will be sharing different ways to 
recruit as well as retain members.  
 

 

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS 

Charmen Goehring, Nominations & Elections 
Chair, nominating@aauw-ca.org  
2022 CALL FOR CANDIDATES 

We are looking for enthusiastic, committed, and 
proven leaders to serve on the AAUW California 
Board of Directors.  How about you, or is there 
someone you know with leadership talent?  

We seek candidates for: 
• Secretary (two-year term 2022-2024) 
• Three Directors (one-year term 2022-2023) 
• Four Directors (two-year term 2022-2024) 
 

Nomination deadline:   March 1, 2022 

Website Posting of Candidates:  Starting January 
15, 2022 (postings in order of receipt of completed 
nomination forms) 
Voting Period: April 23-May 14, 2022  
Nominate a candidate: Instructions and nomination 
form can be found here.  
Want to know more about serving on the AAUW 
California Board of Directors?  
• Click here to review AAUW California Board of 

Directors’ Roles and Responsibilities. 
• Click here for AAUW California committee 

responsibilities. 
Please note that you may be required to enter a 

password.  Click here to contact the AAUW Califor-
nia office if you need this information.   
Click here to review AAUW California Policies and 
Procedures. Section 501 contains information 
specific to the Nomination and Election process and 
starts on page 37. 
 

 

PUBLIC POLICY 

Kathleen Harper, Director, and Sue Miller, Public 
Policy Committee Co-Chairs, publicpolicy@aauw-

ca.org  
AAUW WEIGHS IN AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL  
AAUW is actively lobbying for major legislation in 
Congress. Two bills sponsored by California repre-
sentatives are of special interest.  
Women’s health: Reproductive rights are at serious 
risk in our country now.  The Women’s Health 
Protection Act, (H.R.3755), sponsored by Rep. Judy 
Chu  (CA-27), has passed the House and is on the 
Senate legislative calendar. This urgent bill would 
protect abortion access.  
 

Title IX: The Patsy Mink and Louise Slaughter 
Gender Equity in Education Act (GEEA) (H.R.4097), 
sponsored by Rep. Doris Matsui (CA-6), includes 
provisions for more resources, training, and 
technical assistance to support full implementation 
of Title IX. Also, AAUW staff are in close contact 
with Miguel Cardona, the new Secretary of Educa-
tion, to reverse egregious Title IX policy changes 
made by the previous Secretary Betsy DeVos. 
Support AAUW’s work at the national level. Branch 
members can sign up for the Two-Minute Activist 
by clicking here or by texting “AAUW” to 21333 to 
get Action Alerts via text.   
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Leadership Team: 2021-2022 

     Jody Sergienko  Co-Admin 

     Cindy Harp  Co-Admin 

     Dina Lambert  Finance, Co-Membership 

     Bonnie Little  Co-Membership 

     Rebecca Swisher Recording Secretary 

     Trish Darcy  Team Member; Tech Trek 

     Kim Monson   Team Member 

     Saralynn Nusbaum   Team Member 

     Karen Sutton  Team Member 

Project Chairs/Coordinators 

Advertising  open  

Back Pack Project  Kim Monson & 

   Rebecca Swisher  

Dinner With a Scientist Marilyn Saunders 

Goodwill Ambassador open 

Newsletter Editor  Jill Rowney 

Publicity   Jody Sergienko  
Social Media  Dina Lambert 

Tech Connect*  Kim Monson  & 

   Rebecca Swisher  

Tech Trek   Trish Darcy & 

   Barbara Silva 

Website    Dina Lambert  
Yardsale   open 

 

AAUW  https://aauw.org/ 

AAUW California http://www.aauw-ca.org/ 

The  Sierra Outpost, newsletter of the Mariposa Branch of 
AAUW, is currently published on the 10th of each month.   
Deadline for submissions is the 3rd of the month.  Send 
information/questions to editor:       jillrowney@yahoo.com 

 

SPEECH TREK  
Marlene Cain, Speech Trek, speechtrek@aauw-

ca.org  
 

WITNESS THE POWER OF SPEECH TREK!  
 

Now available for viewing:  the 
Sept. 30, 2021, Speech 
Trek webinar.  Click here. 
You can tell the power of a branch 
by the programs it embraces! 
Whether virtual or in-person, 
Speech Trek empowers the 

conversation on mission-critical topics among all 
within earshot, and the speeches continue to 
reverberate in the community, throughout 
California, and beyond via social media.  
 

In its 16th year, Speech Trek, AAUW California’s 
signature high school program, continues to 
honor its original purpose: “…to promote 
understanding and communication of mission-

critical issues among high school students 
through their research, preparation, and 
presentation of high-quality speeches while 
promoting the value of public speaking as a life 

and leadership skill.” 

However, Speech Trek is transcending its 
original purpose.  The power of Speech Trek can 
be witnessed not only through students’ 
inspirational speeches at the local and state 
levels but also can be seen in the classroom, 
where teachers have: 
• assigned Speech Trek topics as extra credit 
• required the topic as a written assignment 
• incorporated the topic into the curriculum 

• used the topic as a springboard for “lively 
classroom discussions” 

 

The power of Speech Trek can also be seen in 
the community, where:  
• a contestant’s mother reluctantly joined a 

Toastmasters Club to help her daughter, and 
joyfully found it propelling her on her own 
communication journey 

• a contestant was invited to present her 
speech at her city council and inspired city 
officials to consider her recommendations 
for change 

• a high school freshman and her mother 
sought out AAUW to compete in Speech 
Trek (and subsequently won 1st Place!) 
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