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Co-Presidents’ Corner

It all begins with dialogue...
We don’t know about others in AAUW, but
our Facebook feeds and received e-mails
have recently taken on fewer “here’s what I
ate for dinner” and “this is what I’m doing
on vacation” themes and instead have
focused on local, state, and federal politics.
Seeing family and friends discuss and act on
their beliefs has been inspiring. Reading
about people’s experiences at the women’s
marches in January, hearing the students
present their thoughts on enacting the
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) at Speech
Trek, and seeing the recent encouragement
from state and national AAUW leaders to
become involved, has motivated us to more
actively engage in public policy.
As one of the students said at Speech Trek,
legislative change begins with changing
thoughts and behaviors. At the last AAUW
Mariposa board meeting, members discussed wanting to have an outlet for re-

spectful debates and a way to plan actions
to address policy issues. Thus, we would
like to host a “Cocktails and Convos” and/or
“Coffee and Convos” gathering in the near
future to allow members to “speak up” and
to help us inspire each other to act in
meaningful ways. We look forward to
proving the noted American anthropologist
Margaret Mead’s declaration: "Never doubt
that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world; indeed, it's
the only thing that ever has." If you would
like to help plan, coordinate, or facilitate
this event, please let Maddie or Rebecca
know.

Rebecca
&
Maddie

AAUW Activity Photos
Do you have any fun candid
photos from various AAUW
events? We would love to see
and share photos on our social
media, website, and in the
newsletter to show the commu-

nity, as well as one another, the
different ways we participate in
the wide variety of causes we
care about. Email any photos
you'd like to share to Maddie at
maddie.s.brown@gmail.com.
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2016
2016--17 Calendar
Mar 4

Tech Trek Interviews

Mar 7

Women’s History Month Proclamation:
9:00am, Board of Supervisors, Mariposa Government Center

Mar 7

SIG: Reading Group: 4:30 pm

Mar 9

Program: “Exploring China”: 4:30pm, Miners’ Roadhouse Inn

Mar 18

New Member Meet & Greet: 9:00am, Pony Espresso

Apr 1

State Leadership Days: 9:30am, CSU Concord

May 7

Annual Meeting & Member Gathering: Details TBD

May 20

Home Tour: (tentative)

May TBD

Tech Trek Ice Cream Social

June 11-17 Tech Trek: CSU Fresno

March 7th the Board of Supervisors will again
recognize “Women’s History Month”
Save the date and be there!
On March 7th, the first Tuesday in March,
the Mariposa County Board of Supervisors
is scheduled to proclaim the Month of
March as "Women's History Month." This
proclamation is at the behest of our own

Mariposa AAUW. We had a good contingent of AAUW members at the Board
meeting last year. Let's repeat that with a
strong showing at their March 7th meeting.
The proclamation should take place some
time between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
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4
--Sandi Gabe

An Evening in
What happens when you bring together a
group of passionate people, add a little
inspiration and fun? You get the trip of a
lifetime.
Merely a vision a couple of months ago, the
fairgrounds was transformed for An Evening
in Paris. Kudos for the Paris marketplace and
bistro transformation are shared by a dedicated group of artists led by Margaret
Brandenburg. Black and white striped awnings marked the stores and hand-painted

picture windows provided a glimpse into the
outside world. Jetty Uebner’s inspiration for
a prix fixe shop was realized and there was a
line most of the evening with people choosing which tasty morsels to pair with which
adorable plate. Anne Mahle’s cookies were
also flowing out the door as well as a few
Paris items.
Le bistro was literally bursting at the seams
after more than 140 people checked in. It
(Continued on page 5)

The crew that made it all happen.

We Sponsor Community Forums
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An Evening in

(Continued from page 4)

had a magical feel as the table
lights were lit and the room
lights were dimmed. Our Paris
travelers sipped yummy
spirits and enjoyed amazing
hors d'oeuvres assembled by
our makers, bakers, and
kitchen fairies under the
guidance of Kathy Sutherland
accompanied by the musical
tones of Kathi and Gary.
And the piece de resistance
had to be Jill Rowney’s Eiffel
Tower. Created to scale, Jill
showed us how applied math
can lead to a masterpiece. With each wooden
piece hand hewn and crafted
from about ten 2x4s, the scale
model was the prominent
center of attention in the
marketplace. Party goers
ohh’d and ahhh’d at its beauty.
Lit with twinkly lights, the
tower rose 12 feet above the
street.
Our efforts at transformation
would have had little meaning
if the room wasn’t filled to the
brim with partygoers enjoying
the event, bidding on auction
items and learning more about
what AAUW does for our community.
(Continued on page 6)
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An Evening in

(Continued from page 5)

It’s tempting to just bask in the glory of a
good party but we should remember that
the reason we gathered was to raise funds
to support our community projects. And we
were successful! We raised nearly nine
thousand dollars to support our programs.
So many people played a part in our success. One of the challenges with trying to
acknowledge everyone is that you have the
opportunity to miss someone. Please
accept my apologies in advance if I’ve
neglected to include you. It’s not intentional, just fatigue! For those of you who
stayed to convert the fairgrounds back to
normal – thank you. It was an amazing
process to watch.

Smith, Kathy
Sutherland, Joan
Lee
Set up crew
Karen Smith, Deb Wiebe, Carol Hart, Margaret Brandenburg, Gary and Reva Colliver,
Dawn and Jay Johnson, Bonnie and Mike
Little, Saralynn Nusbaum and Don Melcher,
Jetty and Rick Uebner, Beth and John
Tomsick, Kathy and Glen Sutherland, Annie
and Bill Mahle, Cindy and Lynn Harp,
Maddie Brown, Jill Rowney, Joan and Max
Lee, Dawna Hunter, Kris Casto, Micki Finney
Pierre’s Place (the bar)

Please also take an opportunity to
share my thanks with your family. Many of you were accompanied
by spouses or other family members. Without their help, we never
would have made it!
Our Crew
Makers, bakers, and kitchen fairies
Bonnie Little, Wendy Carman, Joan
Hostesses: High school students, past participants in our
McCaman, Margaret Brandenburg,
Dinner with a Scientist and Speech Trek
Sharon Moore, Annie Mahle, Dawn
Johnson, Jetty Uebner, Joan Lee,
Helene Fiske, Kathy Chappell, Marilyn
Victor (Glen Sutherland) and Pierre (Jeff
Saunders, Julie Beery, Rosemary Caballero,
Gabe)
Saralynn Nusbaum, Karen Smith, Beth
Tomsick, ,Charlotte Heitzman, Margaret
Check-in/Check-out/Maitre 'D/MC
Earhart, Maddie Brown, Kathy SutherDina Lambert, Kim Monson, Gary and Reva
land. Dinner with a Scientist participants
Colliver, Rebecca Swisher, Kathy Chappell,
passed the hors d'oeuvres.
Charlotte Heitzman, Micki Finney, Cindy
Harp
Art team
Margaret Brandenburg, Anne Mahle, Karen
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Membership

--Dawn Johnson

Do we need to open another AAUW branch?
Yowza!

welcoming SEVEN new members.

We have so many new members, we might
have to open another branch!

We’re excited to have these enthusiastic
people join us, so be sure to greet them at
our next AAUW event. And be sure to check
out their Ride Circle. If it’s the same as
yours, personally invite them to join you!

Thanks to great publicity about our branch’s
activities and persistent members who are
always inviting others to join, we are

Angela Heiss

Rebecca Mock

Bernadette Davis
Bernadette is Director of
Nutrition at Fremont
Hospital, where our copresident convinced her
to join.

Angela was a former founding member and has a
background in Human
Services management.

Rebecca has a background in
the sciences and recently
retired from the pharmaceutical industry.

Ride Circle: G

Ride Circle: F

Ride Circle: D

angela@yosemite.net

starmock@sbcglobal.net

bfalanydavis@gmail.com

Renea Kennec
Molly joined at the "Evening in
Paris" event and is currently a
college English instructor.
Ride Circle: D

Renea is a recent grad with a
degree in Natural Resources,
working currently as an Environmental Protection Specialist.

mollysaintclair@yahoo.com.

Ride Circle: G
rodandrenea@gmail.com

Molly Wilson

We Sponsor Community Forums
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Membership
Judy is a member of the local
Board of Education and used
to belong to this branch in its
early days.

--Dawn Johnson

Samantha Weber

Ride Circle: M

Samantha has an extensive
educational background in the
sciences and is currently a
Conservation Biologist.

judyeppler@yahoo.com

Ride Circle: J
weber.samantha@gmail.com.

Judy Eppler

Please update your directories with these new members. That
blank page at the end is sure filling up!

New Member “Meet and Greet”
Saturday, March 18
9:00 am Pony Espresso

Membership Brochures looking for a shelf
No, not for the elf.
We have informational membership brochures designed to attract new AAUW
members that we would like to place around town. Are there places you frequent
where you could leave a few? How about your own business or work place? Could
you post a few on bulletin boards around town? Say “Yes” and contact Dawn at
dawnandjay.johnson@gmail.com to get a supply.

We Provide Opportunities for Women to Reach Full Potential
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Trek

--Jill Harry

Congratulations to this year's
SpeechTrek contestants! We are
not
exaggerating in the least when we
say how impressed we were with
the content and delivery of their
memorized 5-6 minute speeches
on the topic "Is it time to pass

meeting in San Mateo in April for
a chance to win up to $1,500.
Congratulations to all of the
students who participated. They
are all winners!
We would also like to thank:


Jill Harry for coordinating the

Winners, all five!

the Equal Rights Amendment?" They
made the judges' job in choosing a
winner very difficult. But choose they
did.
Congratulations to Hannah Swiecki who
came in first place. Her video will be
entered into the state-wide semi finals.
If chosen, Hannah will have an opportunity to perform at the annual state

event;


AAUW members who stepped up as
coaches and worked with students on
delivery and presentation the past few
months (and acted as cheerleaders!):
Kendra Atkins, Cindy Harp, Pam Deyell
Gingold, Kris Casto, and Audrey Davis;



Our MCHS liaisons who help in so many
ways including being constant

We Inspire Life-Long Learning
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Project: Speech

Trek

--Jill Harry

(Continued from page 10)

resources for the students: Bryan
Starchman and Kim Monson (unofficial
coach to all);


Our wonderful judges: the Honorable
Michael Fagalde, Rosemarie
Smallcombe, and Chevon Kothari;



All of the AAUW volunteers who
helped to make this event so successful.



Special thanks also to the student who
acted as videographer for the evening
and will be posting the speeches to
Youtube with the help of teacher, Walt
Hebern.

Thanks to all who showed up
to support these students - our
future leaders!
SpeechTrek is a great experience for
participating students, giving them an
opportunity to hone research, writing,
memorization, and presentation skills all very important skills to have as they
move on through school and careers.
Thanks, everyone, for helping to make
this possible!
Videos of the speeches will be posted
on the AAUW website.

Coordinator Jill Harry receiving thanks from co-presidents Rebecca
Swisher and Maddie Brown.
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California AAUW
Several of our members
laced up their shoes and
took to the streets in a
Women’s March to
support human rights.
Some marched in Sacramento, some marched in
Seattle, some marched in
San Diego and some
marched as far away as
Washington D.C.

We Walked the Talk!

Sacramento: “Thought
I was crazy leaving to
drive to Sacramento in
the dark and pouring
rain but a beautiful day,
friendly smiling faces
and some great signs.
So glad I went.” (Peggy
Shainberg)

We’ll let them speak for
themselves in these
photos and quotes.

Sacramento:
“One of 20,000 in Sacramento! One of millions in
the US!” (Sue Gaunt)

Oakhurst:
“...small but mighty showing...over 200 beautiful
souls joined in a sister march…” (Lizz Darcy)

Seattle:
Sharon Enrico and Sharon Moore (behind
camera lens)

We Sponsor Community Forums
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California AAUW

Sacramento: (Sue Overstreet)

San Diego: "I'm not much of an activist, but
marching with this huge group of diverse
women and their families for a common
cause was, in a word, stirring." (Dawn
Johnson)

Sacramento: “Peaceful and empowering; I
felt proud to be there.” (Lori Tierney)

Sacramento: “...went to Sacramento with my
daughter and some friends…” (Audrey Davis)
Sacramento: (Kim Monson)

We Provide Opportunities for Women to Reach Full Potential
To Page 1
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California AAUW

--Dawn Johnson

Sacramento: “I found it refreshing to be in a crowd of like-minded people. It was
empowering and invigorating. Let's hope we can make something come of
all that positive energy!” (Jill Harry)

Let’s go to AAUW State Leadership Days!
When:

Saturday, April 1

Time:

9:30am - 3 pm

Where:

CSU Concord
(East Bay)

These workshops aren’t just for AAUW
leaders. All members are welcome to
share ideas about leading our organization forward.
Check out these workshop topics:


Conflict Resolution Improvised



Enact to Engage: Modeling the
Value Promise



Lobbying and Advocacy



Empower, Engage, and Retain New
Members

Where else can you get FOUR workshops PLUS lunch PLUS great interactions with AAUWers.
And Concord isn’t that far, especially if
we carpool and talk incessantly all the
way down and back.
Click here to register and contact Dawn
Johnson or Sandi Gabe if you’d like to
carpool!

We Inspire Life-Long Learning
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California AAUW

--Dawn Johnson

Participate in a state
state--wide “virtual” book club
AAUW-CA is trying something new and different and YOU
can participate. It’s a state-wide initiative to study the
concept of Leadership: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.
What’s different?
It’s a “virtual” book club. One book will be selected each
year to cover the three topics. Year One covers yesterday’s
leadership, examined through the remarkable Eleanor
Roosevelt.
The next meeting is Tuesday, March 28 at 7 pm. We’ll be
discussing Chapters 6 and 7. (You do not have to have read
the previous chapters in order to participate.)
Dial in: 1-877-885-3221

Passcode: 7770040

Contact Dawn Johnson with any questions.
Interest Groups -

Hiking

Contact Mary Ripma

Hikers “Trek” through the local gym
Lizz Darcy gave the sweetest
tour at 5081 Bullion Street when
it was too wet for our planned
hike. She outlined the many different ways to be
involved in the Pure Training Studio, from $10/
class to an annual membership with 24/7 access.

--Mary Ripma

THEN on Sunday, February 26, we were blessed with a
wonderful, clear day when we headed to Yosemite’s
Badger Pass, donned snowshoes, and totally enjoyed
trekking in the snow.

We Send Girls to Science/Math Camp
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Interest Groups -

Wine

Contact Kathy Sutherland

Cabernet or Blend?
--Jill Rowney

After all the rains, Corks and
Forks finally got together at
Jill Rowney’s home on
Friday, February 24th, to dry
out. Well, we were warm

but from the looks of all
the empty bottles, we
were only moderately
successful on the drying
out part.
Our task was to taste a
DAOU cab from Paso Robles,
setting it up as the defaultthen to blind taste the
remaining wines that were
either all cabernets or a
blend that contained at least
33% cabernet.. Could our
palettes tell the difference?

Could we detect the cabernet grape in the blends?
Most of us had difficulty
identifying blends versus
cabs, BUT we had a lot of
fun trying! One particular
highlight of the evening was
sampling the “Cuatro
Barracho” cab from Jeff and
Sandi Gabe.

Cindy handily won the game
of “Oh Hell”

Interest Groups -

Contact Peggy Shainberg or Carolyn Baker

Religion of Turkey explored --Peggy Shainberg
International Study group took a month
off in January due to illness and mudslides. Our meeting this month was at
Gary and Reva Collier’s home. Religion
was the focus of the evening. Gary took
us from the Goblekli Tepe site, discovered

in 1995 and dating back to 11,000 BCE, to
modern day Sunni Islam in Turkey. We
also reported on current affairs in Turkey,
a lot to discuss there. Next month we will
look at celebrations and traditions of
Turkey.
To Page 1
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Reading

Contact Saralynn Nusbaum

Our next meeting will be
Tuesday, March 7, 2017 at 4:30 pm
at the home of Hélène Fiske. We will be discussing
All the Missing Girls by Megan Miranda.
April discussion will be on Brain
on Fire by Susanna Cahalan

Book List for
2017
A Man Called Ove
by Fredrick Backman
In the Unlikely Event
by Judy Blume
Brain on Fire
by Susanna Cahalan
Fates and Furies
by Lauren Groff
The Nix
by Nathan Hill
Go Set a Watchman
by Harper Lee
We are Unprepared
by Meg Little Riley
A Spool of Blue Thread
by Ann Tyler

Waiting for Snow in Havana
By Carlos Eire
--

Discussion Review
By Margaret Erhart
Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a
Cuban Boy, is Carlos Eire's memoir about his
life in Cuba before being one of 14,000 youth air-lifted out of
Castro's Cuba during Operation Pedro Pan. Although it was a
National Book Award winner, several in our small discussion
group found the book a slow read and a bit disappointing. Currently a professor of religious studies and history at
Yale, Eire combined tales of a boisterous childhood and odd
family life--his father, a judge, thought himself the reincarnation
of Louis XVI --with religious commentary that our group didn't
always appreciate. Nevertheless, we had plenty to discuss and
look forward to hearing about one of our member's upcoming
trip to Cuba--hoping she'll be able to ignore the lizards while
enjoying the turquoise seas and sun-drenched land of Eire's
youth.

We Inspire Life-Long Learning
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AAUW Mariposa Branch
Board Meeting Minutes
Library, January 2, 2017
CALL TO ORDER: at 4:09 by Co-President Rebecca Swisher
MEMBERS PRESENT: Maddie Brown, Dawn Johnson, Rebecca Swisher, Bonnie Little, Dina Lambert, Leslie Bernacchi, Sandi Gabe
Approval of Minutes from January 2016 board meeting: Minutes were submitted, reviewed,
corrected, and approved via email, and will be published in the March newsletter.

PROJECT UPDATES:
Speech Trek: Jill H. via Rebecca, Maddie, Dawn
Speech Trek coming up Feb 22. An email will be sent to full membership distribution list.
Evite issue: members@aauwmariposa.com doesn’t function in Evites like it does from an email
message. There is an existing membership distribution list created in our AAUW Evite account.
Dawn maintains this list when new members are added. This existing Evite specific distribution list
should be used to ensure evite goes out to members individually.

Tech Trek: Naoko via Rebecca
Applications are due today (Feb 6). Rebecca will be scanning and sending the application to Cathy
who will forward them to the reviewers. In the future when we have location/date conflicts (e.g.
Washington DC trip), we can notify the state coordinator early on and they can try to accommodate the girls at a different camp location.

Women’s History Month Proclamation: Maddie
Sharon Enrico will be AAUW Mariposa’s official hand shaker/recipient. We have several members
who were nominated and are looking forward to attending. All members are invited to attend and
take a group photo after the meeting. Maddie will send out an email asking for an official photographer from our group if the photographer from the newspaper isn’t attending.

FUNDRAISER UPDATES:
An Evening in Paris: Sandi Gabe
There are 3 posts per day going up on the Facebook page to share auction items. There will be a
yellow line on the bid sheet for bidders to enter a special drawing. There will also be a “Buy It
Now” option. The goal is to get bids up with an additional incentive. Items can be dropped off at
the Fairgrounds starting at noon Friday. We may be able to pick up on Saturday if needed. There
was some reconfiguration of the layout to accommodate a buffet style dessert table, as well as
allow attendees to enter under the awning on the south side of the building if there is inclement
weather. 66 tickets were prepaid, 26 promised, 14 working/not paid. For last year as a comparison,
(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 19)

there were 124 sold total.

REPORTS:
Membership: Dawn Johnson
Five new members recently. Two were referrals, three through publicity. We have 97 members
currently. Limited quantity of “A Member’s Guide to AAUW” distributed to board. We have
literature to distribute in town. Locations include Pony, the Chamber of Commerce, and the
library. Suggestions for additional locations are welcome, and Dawn will put a blurb in the newsletter. It was noted that it’s nice to see responses to our programs and publicity as well as member
recommendation as the driving force behind new members, as opposed to actively soliciting, i.e.
“tabling” at events. There is a mid-year membership discount available, via a reduction in national
dues. The website application will be updated to reflect full year and mid-year costs. We will have
a second new member orientation in the near future. An Evening in Paris will offer additional
opportunities for new members to sign up.

Publicity: Cindy Harp via Rebecca
All outlets have been contact with the PR for An Evening in Paris. Cindy has reminded the Chamber
to do an eBlast starting this week, as well as the Gazette to do a final week repeat article. The
paper, SST/Gold Rush Cam, and Sierra News Online have been contacted to publish Speech Trek
PR. Maddie will email Cindy about Women’s History Month Proclamation.

Programs: Leslie Bernacchi
There was a very positive public and internal reception to January’s Finances program. Due to
inclement weather, some hoping to attend were unable to stay for the full duration, while others
were not able to attend at all. Despite the bad weather, each seat at the round table set up was
full. There have been requests for additional finance-based events in the future. There is not a
February program. March will feature Defenders of Wildlife with Pam Flick, April will feature the
Arts Council with Cara Goger, and May will feature The Sierra Foothill Conservancy with Nancy
Fluharty. Leslie will get the information to Cindy for the March program. The board will look into
the 96 minute documentary “Before the Flood”.

Treasurer’s Report: Dina Lambert
February will be a busy month for branch finances. Change needs for the front table for An Evening
in Paris were discussed. The January financial statements were circulated. The ending cash
balance as of January 31 was $12,559.68. Net income for the month was $20.30. Copies of the
financial statements are available from the board secretary. Bonnie motioned to approve the
Treasurer’s Report and Leslie seconded the motion. Approved by all in attendance.

ACTION ITEMS – none
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

NEW BUSINESS
By-Laws: We may be interested in looking into By-Law changes to accommodate trends in board
roles and different ways we can encourage members to participate. National By-Law changes will
be required after April. Some items will need board approval. We would like to encourage branch
members to attend board meetings to see the process and learn more about various roles. “In
Training” or “Co-“ type board roles encourage sharing of “institutional knowledge” and can help
ensure smooth transitions as members take on various roles.
National Conference: The DC National Conference is June 14-17. Prices will continue to increase as
the date approaches.
Women’s March: Maddie will send out an email all call for photos from Women’s March.
Advocacy: We have many passionate members that may be interested in getting involved with
public policy. There used to be a Public Policy and Advocacy position, and we would like to see
who is interested in this potential role. Around Equal Pay Day in April, we hope to have a gathering called “Cocktails and Convos” for members to gather in a casual environment and discuss a
variety of public policy related topics. This will be added to March’s agenda. Sandi will make a
Facebook post and Dawn will email the group encouraging members to attend Aileen Rizzo’s court
case in San Francisco on February 17. Aileen spoke at the State Convention last year about her
battle for equal pay after moving to California from Arizona. This case covers both gender pay
equity and the ability of employers to ask your previous salary to establish your new salary.
Assignment of Branch Buzz:
In the branch buzz email, please encourage SIG coordinators to reference the online calendar to
avoid scheduling conflicts.
March-Dina
April-Maddie
The meeting was adjourned by Co-President Rebecca Swisher at 5:47 PM. Maddie moved and
Bonnie seconded the motion. Adjournment approved by all in attendance.
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AAUW- Mariposa
www.aauwmariposa.com
Board Officers– 2016-2017

Project Chairs/Coordinators

Co-Presidents

Advertising
Back Pack Project

Finance Officer

Dinner With a Scientist
Fundraising
Good Will Ambassador
HS Voter Education
Newsletter Editor
Publicity
Speech Trek
Social Media
Tech Trek

Maddie Brown
maddie.s.brown@gmail.com
Rebecca Swisher
beccaswish@yahoo.com
VP Membership
Dawn Johnson
dawnandjay.johnson@gmail.com
VP Programs
Leslie Bernacchi
lesiann77@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Saralynn Nusbaum
saralynn@italiancreekdesigns.com

Dina Lambert
dinallambert@gmail.com
Directors at Large
Cindy Harp
cindy_harp@earthlink.net
Bonnie Little
mbmslittle@sti.net

Website

Sharon Enrico
Anita Bryant
Cathy Owens
Marilyn Saunders
Sandi Gabe
Margaret Brandenburg
Jetty Uebner
Jill Rowney
Cindy Harp
Jill Harry
Maddie Brown
Naoko Kada
Debbie Peters
Sandi Gabe
Maddie Brown

The Sierra Outpost, newsletter of the Mariposa Branch of
AAUW, is usually published on the 1st of each month.
It is available online in pdf format. If you cannot access the
on-line copy please contact Jill Rowney. Deadline for
submissions is the 25th of the month. Send information/
questions to editor:
jillrowney@yahoo.com

We Inspire Life-Long Learning

To Page 1

