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Portuguese Language - Fostering National Unity

• 11 dialects of Portuguese

• Influenced by Amerindian and African languages, creating differences between 
Portuguese spoken in Brazil and that of other Portuguese speaking countries

• 210 minority languages are spoken in Brazil, including indigenous languages (80)
and languages of more recent European and Asian immigrants





Flag



Location
Located in South America

• On the equator
• Includes most of the 

continent’s interior

Shares a border with all but 
two countries in South 
America

• Ecuador

• Chile



Size

• Largest country in South 
America
• Around half of the entire 

continent

• Fifth largest country in the 
world by size

• 3,286,488 Sq. Miles



Regions
1. North: Home to the 

Amazon River and 
Rainforest

2. Northeast: Lowest living 
standards in Brazil; 
beautiful beaches, 
nonetheless

3. Central-West:  Home to 
the capital, Brasilia; 
otherwise low density

4. Southeast:  Largest share 
of Brazil’s population with 
Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro

5. South: As densely 
populated as the 
Southeast, however 
mostly along the coast



Largest Cities
1. Sao Paulo

• 11.3 million
2. Rio de Janeiro

• 6.4 million
3. Salvadora de Bahia

• 2.7 million
4. Brasilia (Capital)

• 2.6 million
5. Fortaleza

• 2.5 million

11 other cities have over 1.0 million people



Climate

• Five major climates
• Equatorial
• Tropical
• Semiarid
• Highland tropical
• Temperate Subtropical

“South America’s California”

1. Amazon Basin region
• Rainforests
• Closest to the equator
• No dry season

2. North-eastern Coast 
• Semiarid Deserts
• Rarely rains

3. Coast
• Hybrid weather pattern

4. South
• Temperate, four seasons
• Temperate Coniferous Forests

5. Inland Plateau
• Hard dry season and extreme 

temperatures
• Rainfall is seasonal
• Tropical Savannas



Population

• Population
• 203.6 Million estimated 2015 (World 

Population Prospects - Global demographic 
estimates and projections by the United 
Nations)

• Almost exclusively concentrated near 
the coasts.

• Birth rate - 1.77 births per woman. 
Estimated to fall to 1.5 by 2034 and 
remain at that level through 2060.

• Believed to have the biggest population of uncontacted peoples on earth
• National Indian Foundation reported 67 uncontacted tribes in the 

country in 2007, up from 40 just two years prior. 
• Estimated that about 896,900 Indians live in Brazil, compared to 5 million 

when Europeans arrived on the continent.



Amazon Rainforest
• 2.5 million square miles, representing 

54% of the total rainforests left on the 
planet.

• Covers 60% of Brazil.

• “Lungs of the world” produces 20% of 
the earth’s oxygen.

• The rainforests in Brazil are being cut 
at a rate of up to four percent per year 
due to logging, ranching and slash and 
burn agriculture and will be depleted 
by the end of the 21st century at 
current rate.

• Pollution of the Amazon River and its tributaries is also a threat to the rainforests.
• Home to 1/3 of all known animal species including more than 1,000 bird species, 3,000 

fish species and many mammals and reptiles such as alligators, freshwater dolphins and 
manatees.

• 25% of the modern prescription drugs that come from plants actually hail from 
rainforest vegetation. These include drugs that tackle cancer, AIDS symptoms, viruses 
and infections.



Rivers

• 12 major hydrographic regions and 8 major 
drainage basins.

• Amazon Basin occupies about two-thirds of the country’s area.

• Amazon river, born in the Andean mountains of Peru, flows for more than 4,000 
miles to discharge its waters in the Atlantic ocean near Belem, Brazil. Along the 
way, it is fed by about 1,100 tributaries.

• carries more water into the Atlantic Ocean than any other river does to any 
other body of water.

• holds about one-fifth of the world’s fresh water.



Natural Resources
Water
• Brazil has 25% of the worlds fresh 

water.

Oil
• Big discoveries have led to a ton of 

investment
• “By 2020, if all goes to plan, 

Petrobras and its foreign 
partners will be producing 5.7m 
barrels of oil and gas per day, 
more than half the output of 
Saudi Arabia”. (Economist, 2009)

Minerals
• Iron Ore and Gold are most significant 

in terms of value of output.
• Copper, Zinc, Bauxite, Manganese also 

important.






